PRESS RELEASE: UNDER STRICT EMBARGO UNTIL 9am, FRIDAY 13TH APRIL


Shortlist Announcement for National Short Story Prize
The shortlist for the second, annual National Short Story Prize has been announced. The works are:

· “Slog’s Dad” by David Almond
(b. Tyneside, 1951 - lives and writes in Northumberland)
· “The Morena” by Jonathan Falla 
(b. Jamaica, 1954 - lives and writes in Scotland) 
· “The Orphan and the Mob” by Julian Gough 
(b. London, 1966 - lives and writes in Germany)
· “How to Get Away with Suicide” by Jackie Kay 
(b. Edinburgh, 1961 – lives and writes in Manchester)
· “Weddings and Beheadings” by Hanif Kureishi
(b. Kent, 1954 - lives and writes in London)
As the largest award in the world for a single story, the winning author will receive £15,000, and a runner up £3,000. The three remaining authors will receive £500 each. This year the judging panel received 428 entries. Announcing the shortlist, Chair of the judges, broadcaster and writer Mark Lawson, said:
“This prize exists partly because many - perhaps even most - publishers and literary editors still regard the novel as the most important form of story-telling and are suspicious of short stories. But this year's selection makes very clear that there is no connection at all between word-count and the scale of subject-matter or characterisation that can be achieved.”

The National Short Story Prize, now in its second year, is an annual award aimed at re-establishing the importance of the British short story after years of neglect. It is again funded by NESTA (the National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts), and is strongly supported by BBC Radio 4 – the world’s major commissioner and broadcaster of short stories - and Prospect Magazine - the UK political-cultural monthly which founded the prize.

If the short story is the most advanced vehicle literature possesses for travelling through space and consciousness, then this year's shortlist reveals the variety of worlds it can reach. While David Almond leads us into the tender mind of a Tyneside child, Jonathan Falla brings his readers out to El Salvador's dirty war of the 1980s; and while Julian Gough unveils a comic panorama of Irish myth, and Jackie Kay navigates the gallows humour of a Glaswegian suicide, Hanif Kureishi travels into the black box of a terrorist cameraman's conscience. Only stories can take readers so far, so swiftly, with such dexterity of genre.
The Prize stands at the heart of a UK-wide campaign - the story project – which was launched alongside the inaugural award in August 2005 and managed jointly by Booktrust and the Scottish Book Trust. Over the next year, it will continue to develop events, festivals and a central website and information service - as well as collaborations with bookshops, libraries and other public institutions. An associated Reading Group Campaign was launched in 100 libraries across the UK this year, based on the anthology of last year’s shortlist. Local reading groups created their own ideal anthologies. The best entries will feature on the story campaign website and the best group will receive a visit from the winning author. www.theshortstory.org.uk
The shortlist was announced on BBC Radio 4’s Today Programme this morning. Each of the five stories will now be broadcast on BBC Radio 4 daily at 3:30pm, between Monday 16 and Thursday 19 April, with two readings on the last day. The overall winner will be announced at a ceremony at the British Academy of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA) headquarters in Piccadilly, London on Monday 23 April and will be broadcast live on BBC Radio 4, Today Programme. Atlantic Books will publish the shortlist as a collection of stories in May, and the winning short story will also be published in Prospect magazine.
For more information, please contact:

Katie McCrory on +44 (0) 20 7936 1271, kmccrory@brunswickgroup.com
Benjamin Ward on +44 (0) 20 7936 1297, bward@brunswickgroup.com 


QUOTES:

Alex Linklater, Associate Editor of Prospect magazine, founder of the prize and judge:

“Stories are no more short novels than novels are long stories. They are fundamentally distinct forms. Somewhere down the line, our literary culture forgot this and idly handed over its laurels to the novel. The National Short Story Prize is a reminder of what it is that only stories can do.”

James Lasdun, the 2006 inaugural winner for “An Anxious Man” praised the award:

“I was honoured and delighted to win the first ever National Short Story Prize. I think it’s fantastic that the award is finally helping to bring the short story the recognition it deserves in the UK.”

Mark Lawson, Chair of the National Short Story Prize judges:

"The stories from which we chose the shortlist represented an impressively wide range of genres, subjects, cultures and ages. The shortlist shows what a hugely flexible and powerful tool the short-story can be. The places visited range from Tyneside via the Middle East to San Salvador and the issues covered include terrorism, religion, and death, asserting the absolute importance of storytelling on this scale "


Faith Liddell is Project Manager for the story campaign and said:

“The National Short Story Prize is the jewel in the crown of this important campaign and has been instrumental in raising the profile of the short story among writers, readers and the publishing industry. We are delighted with the range and quality of the short stories that were submitted in this, the second year of the Prize and the powerful and distinctive stories in our shortlist really are testament to the strength and vitality of the short story form in the UK.”
Mark Damazer, Radio 4 Controller, said:

“Radio 4 is delighted to support the NSSP. This award should stimulate the interest of writers, publishers – and the audience. I am looking forward to broadcasting the short-listed stories and believe that they will be a treat for the Radio 4 listeners.”

Notes to Editors:

· The National Short Story Prize is made possible due to the generous sponsorship of the National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts (NESTA) and is supported and managed by Prospect, BBC Radio 4, the Booktrust and Scottish Book Trust. The award and campaign for the second year were launched at the Edinburgh International Book Festival on 18 August 2006.

· The prize is jointly administrated by BBC Radio 4, Booktrust and Scottish Book Trust with support from Arts Council England and Scottish Arts Council.

· For information on story, the national campaign to celebrate the short story, go to www.theshortstory.org.uk. The website includes a complete bibliography of the short story in the UK, events and projects listings and features, tips for writers and readers and a selection of classic and contemporary short stories.


· The panel of judges for 2007 are: Mark Lawson (Chair), Monica Ali, A S Byatt, Di Speirs and Alex Linklater.


· This award is open to UK nationals or residents, aged 18 years or over only. The story must not be more than 8000 words. Entrants must submit original work that does not infringe the copyright or any other rights of any third party. Entrants must have a prior record of publication. Entries are limited to stories written in English and only two will be accepted per author. The story entered must either be unpublished or if published then first and only publication must have between 1 January 2006 and 31 December 2006. 


· Prospect magazine was founded 11 years ago in September 1995 to fill the gap in Britain for a monthly magazine of essays and comment in politics and culture. Prospect picked up where cold war debates left off, and is now well established—selling around 25,000 copies every month. It was modelled on American magazines such as the Atlantic Monthly and New Republic which combine in-depth coverage of domestic and international politics with rigorous standards of editing and a high level of literary and cultural debate. Prospect began its programme of regular short fiction in 2003. For Prospect’s current issue and archives go to www.prospect-magazine.co.uk 

· NESTA is the National Endowment for Science, Technology & the Arts. With endowed funds of over £300 million, their mission is to transform the UK’s capacity for innovation.   They do this in three main ways: by working to build a more pervasive culture of innovation in this country; by providing innovators with access to early stage capital; and by driving forward research into innovation, with a view to influencing policy. For more information go to www.nesta.org.uk 

· BBC Radio 4 is the world’s biggest single commissioner of short stories. There is a story broadcast every day, with over a million listeners tuning in each week. 40 per cent of Radio 4’s short stories are special commissions, mainly from leading authors and at least 35 per cent are from already published material – contemporary and classic – and include stories broadcast to coincide with publication. Unsolicited stories and those not published by mainstream publishers make up at least a further 25 per cent of output. Go to www.bbc.co.uk/radio4

· Booktrust is an independent national charity that encourages people of all ages and cultures to discover and enjoy reading. The reader is at the heart of everything we do. Booktrust is responsible for a number of successful national reading promotions, sponsored book prizes and creative reading projects aimed at encouraging readers to discover and enjoy books. These include the Orange Prize for Fiction, the Children’s Laureate, the Get London Reading campaign, the Nestle Children’s Book Prize, the Booktrust Teenage Prize, and Bookstart, the national programme that works through locally based organisations to give a free pack of books to young children, with guidance materials for parents and carers. See www.booktrust.org.uk for more information.
· Scottish Book Trust is Scotland’s national agency for readers and writers. It aims to promote a beneficial engagement with literature across all sections of Scottish society by providing key services to readers, writers and the education sector. Its major projects include international festivals worldwide to promote Scottish writing; The Isle of Jura Writer Retreat Programme; and Live Literature Scotland funding for 1200 writer events annually. It also runs professional development for writers; reader development initiatives; The Scottish Friendly Touring Programme; and the Royal Mail Children’s Book Awards. See www.booktrust.org.uk and www.scottishbooktrust.com for more information.
· Atlantic Books is an independent publisher based in London. Founded in 2000, it is the British subsidiary of the distinguished American independent press, Grove/Atlantic Inc.  The first National Short Story Prize shortlisted stories were published by Atlantic Books in 2006 and the anthology of shortlisted stories for this year’s award will be available from 3 May 2007.
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