DRAFT ON 11TH JULY
Clare Wigfall secures £15,000 as winner of the third BBC National Short Story Award
Clare Wigfall has been announced as the winner of this year’s BBC National Short Story Award, with Jane Gardam named as runner up. Clare Wigfall will receive £15,000 – the largest award in the world for a single short story – for “The Numbers” and Jane Gardam £3,000 for “The People on Privilege Hill”. The three remaining authors on the shortlist – Richard Beard, Erin Soros and Adam Thorpe – will receive £500. 

Announcing the winners, Chair of the judges, broadcaster and writer Martha Kearney, said:

“It's exciting that a relatively unknown voice, in fact the youngest writer on our shortlist,  has distinguished herself amongst some very well known authors as a leading talent in the world of storytelling.  Clare’s evocation of superstition and frustrated lives on a remote Scottish island is an act of historical ventriloquism. She shows just what the short story can achieve, conjuring up a whole world through a microcosm. The strength of our shortlist ranging from the gothic to the comic  demonstrates that the short story is alive and well, the perfect art form for a time hungry age.” 
Now fully funded by the BBC for its third year, the BBC National Short Story Award is an annual award aimed at re-establishing the importance of the British short story after years of neglect. BBC Radio 4 – the world’s major commissioner and broadcaster of short stories – who have aired each of the short stories every weekday afternoon during the past week. This year the judges received 635 entries – 30% more than last year.

Clare Wigfall was born in London, but spent the first years of her childhood in the liberal sway of a late ‘70s California. She returned to spend most of her schooling in England, but her vital, early impressions of travel are reflected in the places she has considered home and put pen to paper – from Morocco to Norwich to Prague. Clare now lives in Berlin.

The Numbers

Peigi is fond of numbers. ‘They explain things. Throw light upon problems and make you recognise truth. They can be a comfort.’ And although there may not be much for her to count on the sparsely populated island, Peigi’s existence is far from uneventful: there is herring to gut and salt; peat boggarts to avoid at night; and the cry of an abandoned baby to answer.

The uncanny ability – driven by a non-scot no less – to create the bleak reality of a tiny Gaelic-speaking Island community impressed the judges from the turning of the first page. Wigfall achieves the near-impossible with ‘The Numbers’; capturing the past in an immediate and authentic way within the parameters of a short story, earning her the title of historical ventriloquist. 

Wigfall’s first collection of short stories, The Loudest Sound and Nothing was published by Faber in 2007, nine years after she met Lee Brackstone (Faber’s Editor) at a seminar and offered him a taster to read on the train back home. Within weeks of their brief exchange, he asked Clare for her first collection – no proscribed subject, form, or deadline. Truly, a blank slate that she filled - in just under a decade - between selling watercolour paintings in Spain, completing her Masters degree at UEA, and running a face-painting company that she started when she was 11 years old. 
Jane Gardam was born in Yorkshire and lives and writes in Sandwich, Kent. ‘The People on Privilege Hill’ is a beautifully judged comedy of manners piqued with poignancy, and reprises one of her most notable protagonists from the highly acclaimed 2004 novel, Old Filth. Jane Gardam is the only writer to have been twice awarded the Whitbread prize for Best Novel of the Year (for The Queen of the Tambourine and The Hollow Land). She also holds a Heywood Hill Literary Prize for a lifetime's contribution to the enjoyment of literature. Her novel God on the Rocks was shortlisted for the Booker Prize and made into a film, while her collection of short stories have won many awards, including the Katherine Mansfield Prize (for The Pangs of Love), and the Macmillan Silver PEN Award (for Going Into a Dark House). Old Filth was shortlisted for the Orange Prize 2005.

The National Short Story Prize stands at the heart of a UK-wide campaign – the story project – which was launched alongside the inaugural award in August 2005 and managed jointly by Booktrust and the Scottish Book Trust. It continues to develop events, festivals and a central website and information service - as well as collaborations with bookshops, libraries and other public institutions.

The winner was announced on BBC Radio 4, Today Programme this morning, at a ceremony at the British Academy of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA) headquarters in Piccadilly, London. Short Books will publish the shortlist in the 2008 BBC National Short Story Award anthology.

For more information please contact Brunswick Arts: 

Benjamin Ward, bward@brunswickgroup.com, 020 7936 1297, mobile 07980 727 297
Katie McCrory, kmccrory@brunswickgroup.com, 020 7936 1271, mobile 07860 939 193

QUOTES:

Julian Gough, winner in 2007:

Winning the BBC National Short Story Award changed my life.  A couple of years ago, I was unpublished, broke, recently evicted, and homeless. Then I won the Award, which not only saved my writing life, but also perhaps my actual life.  It allowed me to pay off my back rent and other debts, and it banished the despair I had felt, as my work grew better, and the rewards worse.

As publishing grows ever more conservative, trying to write something different, something new, can be lonely, dispiriting, and financially disastrous.  Being awarded such a prestigious prize, by such highly-regarded judges, changed the way my work was read, and created a new space for it.  Work previously considered "brilliant but unpublishable" has since been published to great acclaim, translated, and shortlisted for other prizes.

This Prize makes a huge difference, and I'm very grateful to it. By shining a bright light on the short story, it ensures more writers will step onto that small but daunting stage, and that a great performance there will be properly rewarded."
Notes to Editors:

· The BBC National Short Story Award is funded by the BBC, and is administered in partnership with the Booktrust and Scottish Book Trust.  
· Established as the National Short Story Prize in 2005, the BBC has become full headline sponsor for 2008.
· The inaugural prize was awarded in May 2006 to James Lasdun for “An Anxious Man” and Julian Gough won in 2007 for “The Orphan and the Mob”. Other authors shortlisted in previous years have included Jackie Kay, Hanif Kureishi, Rose Tremain and William Trevor.
· For information on story, the national campaign to celebrate the short story, please visit www.theshortstory.org.uk.  This site includes interviews with writers, agents and publishers, events, competitions and projects listings and features, tips for writers and readers and a selection of classic and contemporary short stories.

· The panel of judges for 2008 are: Martha Kearney (Chair), Di Speirs, 
Alexander Linklater, Penelope Lively and Naomi Alderman.
· The award is open to authors with a previous record of publication who are UK nationals or residents, aged 18 years or over only. Entries may be stories published during 2007 – or previously unpublished.  The story must not be more than 8000 words.  Entrants must submit original work that does not infringe the copyright or any other rights of any third party.  Entrants must have a prior record of publication.  Entries are limited to stories written in English and only one will be accepted per author.  The story entered must either be unpublished or if published then first and only publication must have between 1 January 2007 and 31 December 2007.  For full details, entry criteria and an entry form see bbc.co.uk/radio4 or send a stamped addressed envelope to 
The BBC National Short Story Award, Room 316 BBC Henry Wood House, 3 & 6 Langham Place, London W1A 1AA.

· BBC RADIO 4 is the world’s biggest single commissioner of short stories.  There is a story broadcast every day, with over a million listeners tuning in each week. 40 per cent of Radio 4’s short stories are special commissions, mainly from leading authors and at least 35 per cent are from already published material – contemporary and classic – and include stories broadcast to coincide with publication.  Unsolicited stories and those not published by mainstream publishers make up at least a further 25 per cent of output.  www.bbc.co.uk/radio4
· Booktrust and the Scottish Book Trust exist to bring books and people together.  The story campaign is their first major collaboration.  Booktrust is an independent educational charity, working to encourage readers of all ages and cultures to discover and enjoy books.  Booktrust's family of websites provides information about books for adults and children, as well as news about the book world.  Booktrust also administers a number of prizes and projects, and runs the Bookstart “books for babies” scheme.  The Scottish Book Trust is Scotland’s national agency for readers and writers.  It aims to create a confident, cultured and articulate nation through engagement with literature in all its forms by providing key services to readers, writers and the education sector. See www.booktrust.org.uk and www.scottishbooktrust.com for more information.
· Short Books is an independent publisher of non-fiction bestsellers such as How to be a Bad Birdwatcher, Amo, Amas, Amat and all that and Change the World for a Fiver. In 2008, it launched a fiction list, including the bestselling Benny & Shrimp by Katarina Mazetti and The Days of Judy B by Rose Heiney. The BBC National Short Story Award is their first collection of short stories.
www.shortbooks.co.uk 
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