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BBC National Short Story Award launches today
***under embargo until Thursday 26 March ***  

The BBC National Short Story Award today launches its fourth year. The award is the world’s largest for a single short story, with the winning author receiving £15,000. The runner up receives £3,000 and three further authors £500 each. 
This year's panel of judges are: singer-songwriter Will Young, broadcaster and journalist Tom Sutcliffe (chair), author Dame Margaret Drabble, Orange Prize winner Helen Dunmore and BBC Radio 4’s Editor Di Speirs.  
The shortlist will be announced on Friday 27 November with the five stories broadcast on BBC Radio 4 each weekday before the winner is announced. The five stories will also be published in a special collection. 

Aimed at highlighting the importance of the short, the award stands at the heart of a UK-wide campaign — story — that also launched alongside the award in 2005.  The ambition of both award and campaign is to expand opportunities for British writers, readers and publishers of the short story.  The award aims to honour the country’s finest authors in the form, with James Lasdun securing the inaugural year with “An Anxious Man,” Julian Gough in 2007 with “The Orphan and the Mob” and Clare Wigfall in 2008 with “The Numbers.”  Other authors shortlisted in previous years have included Jackie Kay, Hanif Kureishi, Rose Tremain and William Trevor. 

BBC Radio 4 is the world’s leading broadcaster of short stories and a staunch supporter of the form. Short stories are broadcast every week attracting more than a million listeners. The BBC hopes that the award can continue to serve as a reminder of the power of the short story in a literary environment dominated by the novel. 

Clare Wigfall, winner of the 2008 BBC National Short Story Award:
“How can I measure the impact the BBC National Short Story Award has had on my life?  Of course, most obvious might be the attention my work has since received - what a gift for a writer so early in their career, especially when you've chosen a literary form so often neglected! But on a more personal level, the award also gave an incredible boost to my confidence as a writer.  To be confronted with the knowledge that my story had moved others, that it had gripped them, given them an insight into another world and perhaps also made them think afresh about their own, well, that was undeniably something quite extraordinary. 
Mark Damazer, Radio 4 Controller: 
“I am delighted BBC Radio 4 is backing the National Short Story Award. In each of the three years of the award's existence the audience has been treated to some wonderful readings of the finalists' work. And there's been a fascinating mix of well known writers and younger talents. I look forward to another year of glorious short story prose.”
Viv Bird, Chief Executive of Booktrust comments:
“Booktrust is very proud of the success of the story campaign, which has grown enormously since its inception in 2005. We are thrilled to welcome judges of such a high calibre to judge this year’s entries. The support of the BBC through the BBC National Short Story Award, which is the only award of its kind, is invaluable in celebrating these wonderful stories and the authors who create them.”
For further information on the award, please contact: 
Katherine Solomon on katherine.solomon@booktrust.org.uk or 0208 875 4583

For further information on the BBC, please contact radio4publicity@bbc.co.uk or 020 7765 5337

NOTES TO EDITORS:

· The BBC National Short Story Award is funded by the BBC, and is administered in   partnership with the Booktrust.  It was formerly known as the National Short Story Prize. The award is open to authors with a previous record of publication who are UK nationals or residents, aged 18 years or over only. Entries may be stories published during 2008 – or previously unpublished.  The story must not be more than 8000 words.  Entrants must submit original work that does not infringe the copyright or any other rights of any third party.  Entrants must have a prior record of publication.  Entries are limited to stories written in English and only one will be accepted per author.  The story entered must either be unpublished, or be first published or scheduled for publication after 1 January 2008. For full details, entry criteria and an entry form see www.bbc.co.uk/nssa or www.theshortstory.org.uk,  or send a stamped addressed envelope to the BBC National Short Story Award, c/o Booktrust, Book House, 45 East Hill, London SW18 2QZ.
· The panel will select a shortlist to be announced on Friday 27 November. The shortlisted stories will be broadcast on BBC Radio 4 daily at 3.30pm from Monday 30 November, preceding the final announcement of the award winner and runners up. 
· For information on story, the national campaign to celebrate the short story, please visit www.theshortstory.org.uk.  This site includes interviews with writers, agents and publishers, events, competitions and projects listings and features, tips for writers and readers and a selection of classic and contemporary short stories.

· BBC RADIO 4 is the world’s biggest single commissioner of short stories.  Short stories are broadcast every week attracting more than a million listeners.  About 40 per cent of Radio 4’s short stories are special commissions, mainly from leading authors, and some 35 per cent are from already published material – contemporary and classic – and include stories broadcast to coincide with publication.  Unsolicited stories and those not published by mainstream publishers make up at least a further 25 per cent of output.  www.bbc.co.uk/radio4
· Booktrust is an independent charity dedicated to encouraging people of all ages and cultures to engage with books.  The written word underpins all our activity and enables us to fulfil our vision of inspiring a lifelong love of books for all.  
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